Remembering Joe Morrison -
Toy Industry Veteran Behind He-Man
and ‘In My Pocket’ Brands

Joe Morrison, a visionary toy executive and creative force
behind some of the industry’s most enduring franchises,
passed away on May 13, 2025. He was 81 years old.

Morrison began his career in toys in 1978 at Mattel, where he quickly rose through the ranks,
eventually becoming Executive Vice President of Marketing. He led the company’s Boy’s
Toys division, where he played a key role in the development and launch of He-Man and the
Masters of the Universe, one of the defining toy lines of the 1980s. He later helped establish
Mattel’s Entertainment and Licensing Division, ushering in a new wave of storytelling that
connected animated content with action figure play.

After surviving a tragic rafting accident in 1987 that claimed the lives of several colleagues,
Morrison decided to take a leap of faith and leave the corporate world to follow his creative
vision. Alongside longtime collaborator and former Mattel executive John Weems, Morrison co-
founded Morrison Entertainment Group (MEG). The company quickly made its mark with
Monster In My Pocket in 1990, the iconic collectible line that went on to sell over 500 million
units worldwide.

Building on that success, MEG created a slate of evergreen “In My Pocket” brands, including
Puppy In My Pocket, Kitty In My Pocket, Jungle In My Pocket, and more, that have remained
popular among generations. Joe and MEG also launched the cult-favorite Stink Blasters, a
hilariously irreverent line that reflected his offbeat humor and creative fearlessness

In the mid-1990s, Morrison also helped bring Headliners, a popular line of stylized sports
collectibles created in partnership with UK-based Corinthian, to market in the US. Featuring
major league licenses and distinct caricature-style sculpts, the line became a hit with kids and
collectors alike.

Across his 40+ years in the toy industry, Morrison was known not only for his creative
instincts and business acumen, but for his quiet strength, fierce independence, deep integrity,
and unwavering loyalty. He wasn’t one to seek the spotlight, but his presence was unmistakable.

“Joe was a force of nature - first at Mattel, and then at MEG,” said Weems. “He was someone
truly special. He mattered deeply to people around him.”

He led MEG for over three decades, building a rare, independent powerhouse responsible for a
generation’s worth of play. He will be remembered not just for the brands he built, but for the
principled, uncompromising way he built them.

Joe is survived by his wife, Barbara, four children, Pia, Joe lll, Jonathan, and Maggie, six
grandchildren, and two sisters. He was a longtime resident of Manhattan Beach, CA.





