
 

 

JOE MORRISON & HE-MAN 
Masters of the Toy Universe 
 
From reviving Hot Wheels to launching He-Man, Joe Morrison was the creative and 
marketing force behind some of Mattel’s biggest franchises. He later started his own 
company, Morrison Entertainment Group (now MEG), seeing monster success with toys 
like Monster In My Pocket. But He-Man always held a special, and deeply personal place in 
Joe’s heart. In fact, one family member even calls herself “Daughter of He-Man.” 
In honor of the late toy visionary and the release of the new “Masters Of The Universe” 
movie, behold a few, fun facts about Joe and the muscle-bound character he championed. 
                              
Barbie Meets Barbarian: Mattel passed on the “Star Wars” toy line – oops. When Joe 
became Mattel’s new VP of Marketing, he saw the perfect chance to rectify the mistake: a 
new superhero action figure already in development that could become the boy’s 
equivalent to Barbie. Hi Barbarian!  

Nice Flex: Before launch, Mattel pushed for “Lords of Power” as the name of its new toy 
line. Refusing to kneel, Morrison insisted on He-Man, a nickname Joe’s uncle had bestowed 
upon him as a young, muscular boy. They focus-group tested both names and He-Man 
won!  

Power Play: Joe felt strongly about He-Man’s tag line, too. While others at Mattel wanted to 
highlight the figure’s “Twist-Action Waist!” product feature, Joe insisted the packaging and 
advertising should feature “I have the power!” — an emotional tag to inspire young boys 
who often felt powerless.  Focus groups again proved his instincts were sharp as the Sword 
of Grayskull. 

Recycle, Reu$e: Morrison saved Mattel a bundle by re-purposing and augmenting action 
figure molds of the past. The OG He-Man came from a mold for Mattel’s Big Jim, while 
Battle Cat & Skeletor’s Panthor were based on the Big Jim Tiger.  

Power Chords: Catch that “monkish,” medieval vibe in the MOTU theme song? A nice 
Catholic boy who grew up with Gregorian chants in church, Joe felt a monastery-meets-
synth-rock track would get kids across America chanting “He-Man, He-Man!” He was right. 

Boys & Dolls: A man of his era, Joe knew young boys would appreciate curvy heroines, 
which were common in comic books, less so in toys.  Joe “had the power” to make it 
happen. That’s why MOTU characters Teela and She-Ra look the way they do. 

He-Man’s Greatest Foe: Skeletor was nothing compared to Peggy Charren, who criticized 
the MOTU animated series as “one big commercial” for kids. In a legendary 1988 
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“Nightline” debate with Ted Koppel, Joe faced off vs. the fiery activist.  Who won?  Well, four 
decades later, Joe’s vision of bolstering toy lines with animated tie-ins is a blueprint for the 
toy, licensing and entertainment industries.  

Lessons Learned: From the start, Joe made it clear every He-Man episode had to end with 
a parable, with positive messaging for its young audience about responsibility, wits over 
wrath, not judging a book by its cover and quiet, inner strength vs. showboating. 

Toys On Film: As head of Mattel’s new Entertainment Division, Joe was incredibly proud of 
his part in creating 1987’s He-Man movie, which helped launch the careers of Courtney Cox 
and Dolph Lundgren, while Frank Langella called it “one of his favorite roles.” Joe 
acknowledged it was no cinematic masterpiece, but also knew his team had successfully 
synergized toys, toons and film. 

 

WANT MORE HE-MAN LORE??? CLICK ON THESE LINKS 
 
The Making Of Captain Power 
Documentary dealing with the creation of the Captain Power TV/movie property and toy 
line, featuring Joe Morrison of M.E.G. 
 
New MOTU Trailer 
 
How Did This Get Made: The Original MOTU Movie  
 
Masters Of The Toy Universe (“The Toys That Built America,” History Channel)  
 
The Mystery Of Wonderbread He-Man (“The Toys That Made Us,” Deleted Scenes 
Netflix)   
 
The Re-Invention Of Toys & Toons (Fatherly, 2023)  
 
 
 
 
 

https://vimeo.com/366575992?fl=pl&fe=sh
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X21JsHLHnY8&t=4s
https://www.slashfilm.com/540279/masters-of-the-universe-oral-history/
https://www.history.com/shows/the-toys-that-built-america/season-2/episode-1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a8kB8Z4LfBM&t=129s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a8kB8Z4LfBM&t=129s
https://www.fatherly.com/entertainment/how-he-man-changed-cartons-and-kids-toys

